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I. Gawad Kalinga and its Program

The Gawad Kalinga Community Development Foundation, more known as Gawad Kalinga (GK],

is a poverty reduction and nation-building movement based in the Philippines, launched by

Couples for Christ (CFC) to care for worse-off Filipinos and survivors of natural disasters. Its name

"Gawad Kalinga” came from a contest held by the CFC and ANCOP (ANswering the Cry Of the

Poor) in 2000.

GK is composed of ten Board of Directors of 10, including seven members of the CFC International

Council. GK Management Boards that direct the work of GK throughout the Philippines. Each

GK Management Board has nine members, including five members of the local CFC Area

Council. the GK Management Board is under the authority of the CFC Area Council

Gawad Kalinga provides a Christian-based holistic approach to poverty alleviation that deals

with all community aspects such as values formation, community organization and involvement,

education, basic health care, and livelihood programs,

Its first communal activity, called the GK Build which involved CFC and other groups, was

conducted in Dumaguete City, Negros Criental on February 2002 building 16 houses in just one

¢ weekend.

GK envisions a slum-free, squatter-free Philippines by focusing on bringing back dignity and

peace for every Filipino which is reflective on their motto: "No more slums, no more violence,

| no more poverty." It aims in “advancing and upholding an integrated, holistic and sustainable
community development program, especially in the depressed areas, addressing shelter,

| livelihood, education and health issues in the spirit of nation building, to strengthen the

development and improvement of human and spiritual formation of couples and their children

- and to foster cooperation with others in the pursuit and realization of the objectives for which
(GK) has been established.”
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The Gawad Kalinga Program

GK carefully selects its beneficiaries of GK homes through only upon their agreement
to the rules and regulations of the program. Beneficiaries should agree to undergo a
13-week values formation course and provide sweat-equity by building their own homes
and the homes of their neighbors and abide by the rules of the "Kapitbahayan”
(Community Association) that they establish in their GK village. they are expected

1o maintain the cleanliness, peace and order, and upkeep of their GK village as a
community association.

Every GK village has a Caretaker Team that are mostly volunteers from the local

CFC area. The Caretaker Team commits a minimum of 3 years of stewardship to the
vilage and their job is to assist in resolving conflicts, ensure construction proceeds
properly and that the GK standards are maintained and met until the "Kapitbahayan"
community association is self-sustaining.

The organization possesses holistic approach in community building through the following:
SIBOL means “to grow”. It means the beginning of something that has the

potential to be great. It is a community based preschool program for children ages

3 to é years old. GK SIBOL believes in a holistic, and value-based education.

1. GK SAGIP is for providing the path of change fro the children, a chance to live
productive lives, with the proper values, raised in dignity and respect

2. GK SIBOL for educating the children in depressed areas to enable

them to hone their skills and guide them to a more fruitful and meaningful life.

3. GK SIGA for youth development and rehabilitation program.
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